
Tragedy in Colorado
By Marilyn Muir, LPMAFA

Col o rado has had more than its share of prob lems this year with the ram pant and ex ten sive wildfires and
flood ing, fol lowed by the tragic thea tre shoot ing in Au rora on July 20, 2012. Like so many other cit i zens
I fol lowed the trag edy mo ment by mo ment, but the as trol o ger within was look ing for vi tal birth in for ma -
tion. Birth in for ma tion for James Holmes, the al leged per pe tra tor, was not readily avail able. What could I 
use be sides the chart for the in ci dent it self? I needed a basis of comparison.

I started with Col o rado’s ad mis sion to state hood. The 38th state was signed into ex is tence by Pres i dent
Ulys ses S. Grant on Au gust 1, 1876. With no time avail able, a noonmark chart was used and I chose the
cap i tal city of Den ver for the lo ca tion; an al ter na tive would be the U.S. cap i tal, Wash ing ton, DC. Au rora
is a sub urb of Den ver so there lit er ally no dif fer ence be tween the choices. What else could I use? The in -
cor po ra tion of the city of Au rora turned out to be a prob lem as the town of Fletcher was in cor po rated
May 5, 1903, and re named Au rora in 1907. State re cords in di cate that the city of Au rora was in cor po rated 
in 1929, but I could find no re cord of the date it self. I chose to use the orig i nal in cor po ra tion date at noon
in the state cap i tal and the events of that tragic day showed quite dramatically.

I did the tra di tional work-up for both the state hood and the town in cor po ra tion:  na tal, pro gressed, di ur -
nal, add ing the event it self. That made seven charts, three of which would be al most du pli cates of one an -
other. That is im pos si ble for deal with, so I did what I al ways do when I have mul ti ples of charts: I cre -
ated a spread sheet with the per ti nent in for ma tion (10 bod ies, As cen dant, Midheaven and North Node).

For those of you who are fa mil iar with di ur nal charts, they pro vide the per sonal tran sits for any day in
ques tion. How do you cast a di ur nal? En ter the na tal data into the com puter and change the birth date to
the day of the event. This pro duces per sonal tran sits. Al though I did list all the po si tions be cause I did not 
want to leave out any thing im por tant, please know there is some re dun dancy in the en tries. The only di ur -
nal place ments that can change dra mat i cally and dis tinctly be tween the state and city diurnals and event
chart are the As cen dant, Midheaven and Moon. Each natal is its own trilogy.

Ma jor As pect Pat terns

First I looked at the ma jor as pect pat terns for the state and town charts be cause such pat terns tend to be
trig gered as a group. The state chart sported a ma jor Leo stellium plus two fixed T-squares, one at 20 de -
grees, the other in early de grees.

Ad di tion ally the pro gres sion for the state for the date of the shoot ing pro duced a new stellium that was
based on a New Moon within one min ute ap ply ing—very pow er ful. The town chart pro duced a wide
5-planet (half the plan e tary po si tions) mu ta ble grand-cross that fit di rectly into that pro gressed state
stellium and I had not even be gun to use the transiting event po si tions.

The stellium gave five po si tions be tween 8 and 19.5 Leo: Midheaven, Sun, Mer cury, Mars, and Ura nus.
A stellium tends to act as a mas sive con junc tion, so when you trig ger one planet the whole com plex can
be come ac tive . . . as it was with the shoot ing. The two fixed T-squares that are part of that stellium were
also ac ti vated within the com plex. If you ever won der if tran sits can ac ti vate pro gres sions or if the pro -
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gres sions show up strongly for an event, this is your ex am ple. The state, the town and the thea tre are in
lock step with ac ti va tions in volv ing na tal, pro gressed and diurnal positions.

Talk about drama—Leo—(this shoot ing was con sid ered larger than the hor ren dous 1999 Col um bine
school shoot ing), the shoot ing oc curred at a pre miere show ing of the third Bat man movie. Many
movie-goers had dressed in cos tume. The shooter was dressed in a black flak out fit, head to foot. The vic -
tims thought at first that it was part of the open ing. Talk about thea tre, this was in side a thea tre; talk about 
cen ter stage, the exit door the shooter used was at the front, al most un der the screen; talk about a Leo
mane of hair (bright or ange/red). The sus pected shooter called  him self “the Joker,” Batman’s nemesis.

Shoot ing and Af ter math

Chaos erupted at 12:37 am, about 15 min utes into the film, with the launch ing of two can is ters of gas, and 
rapid gun fire. By 12:39 am, calls poured into the po lice and they ar rived on the scene about 90 sec onds
later. Amaz ing re sponse. As they sur rounded the build ing, the shoot ing was still in pro cess. Lack of gas
masks for the po lice was a prob lem, yet the sus pect was in cus tody by 12:46 am. From be gin ning to end,
the in ci dent evolved in 9 min utes and left 12 peo ple dead and 58 wounded. But this hor ror story was not
finished.

The sus pect told po lice his apart ment was booby-trapped with trip-wires and ex plo sives—a vir tual death
trap. Not only did that build ing have to be evac u ated but so did sev eral sur round ing build ings. Even tu ally 
the po lice were able to gain safe entry.

All this was tak ing place while the story of the event, the vic tims, the sur vi vors, the fam i lies, and our
coun try un folded mo ment by mo ment. Tales of her o ism and per sonal sac ri fice and an ger at the lack of ef -
fec tive weapon leg is la tion were hot top ics. The ques tion re peat edly asked was: “How many peo ple have
to die be fore some thing is done?” I am not sure there is an answer.

Charts and Spread sheet

I cal cu lated the in di vid ual charts, the tri-wheels and the spread sheet, and am go ing to briefly ex plain the
spread sheet. At the top are listed the state na tal, pro gressed and di ur nal charts, fol lowed by the thea tre
shoot ing chart (Au rora na tal). The next group is the Fletcher/Au rora city na tal, pro gressed and na tal. Al -
though I have not men tioned it so far, be cause I had ac cess to the in for ma tion, I also listed the state na tal,
pro gressed and di ur nal for the Col um bine in ci dent along with the na tal for that in ci dent (Col um bine na -
tal). Please note that the Col um bine in ci dent has noth ing to do with the Fletcher/Au rora city charts. While 
Little ton is also a sub urb of Den ver, it has nothing in particular to do with Fletcher/Aurora.

To make aspecting eas ier, I broadly color-code the group ings so I can iso late the ac ti va tions. The first
col umn is the na tal and pro gressed stelliums, the T-squares and the grand cross pre vi ously men tioned.
The bal ance of the col umns are the as pects them selves. The na tal place ments are that which is ac ti vated,
the receptive points.

Note that there are two col umns of fixed place ments. These are the keys to un der stand ing the event it self.
The fourth col umn is mu ta ble as pects and the fifth col umn is car di nal as pects. While these di vi sions are
equal in im por tance, there are fewer of both types as fixed po si tions ruled that day. I tried to keep the orbs 
quite tight and each block of in for ma tion has a de scrip tion at the top.

In ad di tion, the last col umn came from a work-up I had done sep a rately on the town of Fletcher/Au rora. I
nat u rally grouped the na tal, the pro gressed and the town di ur nal with the state na tal and then added the
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three per sonal points from the shoot ing chart. Five groups emerged as listed, but one proved to be key be -
cause the shoot ing chart dove tailed into that spe cific group ing, the 10 de gree fixed as pect groups. This is
why that as pect group or clus ter ing is de lin eated first. It is the key to this event.

As you look at the as pects, re mem ber the in di vid ual el e ments: the power and con trol of Pluto, the ex trem -
ism shock of Ura nus, the de cep tion of Nep tune, the or ga ni za tion and judg ment ren dered by Sat urn, the
vi o lence and ter ror ism of Mars and the over-the-top Ju pi ter in flu ence on the per sonal plan ets and po si -
tions. Al most ev ery point of the charts are in volved. And they say astrology does not work!

For sep a rate re search it would be in ter est ing to study sym bolic de grees. There are sev eral tech niques to
choose from, and my pref er ence is Charubel’s. It is quite easy to iso late the Col um bine ma te rial for a
stand-alone event.

It is also pos si ble to use the state na tal, pro gressed other di ur nal events to ex plore the ter ri ble fires and
floods Col o rado has en dured this year, per haps add ing the town/city charts where applicable. 

Af ter I had com pleted all this I also set the Aries In gress chart for Den ver to see if/how it fit, and there
was 19 Scor pio ris ing, Serpentis, the ac cursed de gree of the ac cursed sign, square the state na tal Ura nus
and with Mars el e vated in the 10th and rul ing the As cen dant. Mars equals fire and Mars equals gun fire
and both were ex pe ri enced by Colorado in 2012.

This is how we learn.


